
Schwenksville Planning Commission Regular Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 via Zoom 

ROLL CALL  

Attendees 

H. Gilbert Williams – Chairman 

Darren W. Rash – Secretary  

Brian Pippert – Member 

Gary Schneider – Member joined the meeting in progress. 

 

Aaron Holly – MCPC Community Planner 

Anne W. Klepfer – Borough Manager  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The Meeting was called to order by Mr. Williams at 7 PM.  Saluting the flag was dispensed with. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Action on the January and February Meeting Minutes was deferred until April due to attendance.  

 

REGIONAL PLANNING NEWS 

A Special Meeting of the Regional Planning Commission was held for the primary purpose of discussing 
the anticipated Subdivision of the Renninger Tract.   This property is approximately 18 acres with 
portions of it in Schwenksville Borough, Perkiomen Township and Lower Frederick Township.  Each 
jurisdiction has a different residential zoning district in place with different requirements.  The 
Developer was present and the Regional Planning Commission discussed some of their concerns which 
include Stormwater Management along the Centennial Street to Main Street corridor as well as along 
Smith Road; traffic and not using the Borough as a cut through; water and sewer service and where it 
will come from/go to for treatment; density; and walkability for starters.   The developer is targeting 
approximately 40 units at $340,000 selling price.   They are still trying to work through three different 
zoning ordinances and a layout so the number of units will most likely change. 

BOROUGH NEWS AND UPDATES 

The Borough Hall’s final inspection is scheduled and Mrs. Klepfer is hopeful that everything is in order to 
receive the Certificate of Completion and Occupancy Permit.  
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The Borough just received the ADA Ramp Plan from Penndot for Main Street and the ramps they are 
installing will be coordinated with the ones the Borough is installing as part of the TA Set Aside program. 

Mr. Williams asked Mrs. Klepfer to provide the Planning Commission with a set of plans for the TA Set-
Aside Project to review.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments 

OLD BUSINESS 

SALDO Ordinance Update – Review of March 1, 2021 Memo from Aaron Holly MCPC Community Planner 

Aaron Holly provided an overview of the progress the Planning Commission has made with the review 
and update of the Borough’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance. 

Completed or in progress are Articles I, II, & IV.   Still to be reviewed are Articles III, V, VI, VII, and VIII.  
Mr. Holly said he will try to work on these outside of meetings and will reach out to the Borough 
Engineer, Manager and Planning Commission Chairman Williams with questions and for direction.  

With regard to Design Standards, the Planners have reviewed design criteria for sidewalks, curbs, storm 
sewers and are still working on landscaping trees, buffer plantings and preservation and protection of 
existing vegetation.  

Mr. Holly reviewed a mock up of the former gas station property to illustrate how the parking lot design 
standards might look on that property.    Challenges identified by Planners were the entrance to an un-
ordained alleyway used by adjacent property owners as well as the desired re-alignment of the entrance 
driveway with Centennial Street.   Mr. Holly said those adjustments can be made but it may result in 
something less than the 3,000 square foot new structure the mock up utilizes.   Depending on what use 
it is developed for, fewer than 28 parking spaces may be required as well.  

Mr. Williams led the review of Article V Design Standards.  Discussed were the following sections: 

147-20 – Conformance with Plans.     Mr. Williams wants to make sure all of the County and Regional 
Plans, especially the Walkability Audit are referenced, as well as the Borough’s sidewalk plan they were 
working on.  

Mr. Pippert asked why sidewalks aren’t being considered by the Borough for Clearfield Avenue when 
repairing the roadway with the CDBG grant.  Should sidewalks and curbing be on a plan for the side of 
the street where the Borough is suggesting rolled curbing as a drainage improvement?  

Mr. Williams said that it can certainly be added to the plan as a location where sidewalk is desired.  

147-20 C. Public Service Improvements. 

Mr. Williams asked why is it not required that municipalities have an Official Map?  Mr. Holly explained 
that an Official Map is a tool that the Municipalities Planning Codes allows for but does not require and 
it isn’t frequently used in Southeastern Pennsylvania.     Mr. Williams said that the Borough may want to 
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develop and official map. Darren Rash said he is in favor of developing an Comprehensive Plan for the 
Borough. 

147-21 – Open Space & Scenic Views. 

It was clarified that the point of this section is preserve and protect existing viewsheds and scenic views 
from development related impairment.  Mr. Pippert asked what determines whether a view is scenic or 
not.     Mr. Holly said that he will make sure there is a definition of it included in the definition section.  
Mrs. Klepfer said that typically, there is a Plan that identifies specific scenic viewsheds in the 
municipality.  Most Townships have Open Space Plans that include this information, she suggested that 
perhaps the Regional Comprehensive Plan might address this or could address it with an update.  

147-21 E. Relationship to Surrounding Uses.   Mr. Williams suggested that this section refer to the 
Borough’s Zoning limitations for decibels and lumens.  

147-23 - Lots  Section B.  This section refers to deep narrow lots and Mr. Holly said he will take a closer 
look at how this language would be applied in Schwenksville and whether it’s appropriate for 
Schwenksville.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Darren Rash asked what the status of the Business Overlay Zoning District Ordinance is.  He is in favor of 
moving forward with this expeditiously.   The latest updates were just provided to Mrs. Klepfer and she 
will be forwarding it to Borough Council.    Mr. Rash asked that it be provided to the Planners as well.  

ADJOURNMENT 

By Motion of Darren Rash.  and second by Gary Schneider, Planners voted 4-0 to adjourn the meeting at 
8:10 PM.  


